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School shooter may have 
been targeting neighbor boy 


Tehama County DA says killer’s 
attack at campus was deliberate 


BY ANITA CHABRIA 
AND DALE KASLER 


achabria@sacbee.com 


he gunman who ram- 
paged through Rancho 
Tehama Reserve on 
Tuesday may have 
been targeting a specific child 
when he opened fire on the 
rural community’s elementary 
school - the 7-year-old son of a 


neighbor he had terrorized for 
months. 

Neighbor Johnny Phommath- 
ep, who said he lives about 200 
feet away from the house 
owned by gunman Kevin Janson 
Neal, said Friday he witnessed 
escalating violence and regular 
episodes of gunfire from Neal, 
directed at Neal’s immediate 
neighbors Danny Elliott and 
Elliott’s mother, Diana Steele. 


The mother and 
son were among 
Neal’s first vic- 
tims in the Tues- 
day rampage, 
culminating a 
dispute that had 
been going on for 
months. 

In January, 
Neal stabbed Steele with a steak 
knife as she and her daughter- 
in-law were leaving their house, 
according to multiple sources. 

“Kevin decided to stab Dan- 
ny’s mother and ever since 
there has a been a blood feud,” 


Kevin Neal 


said Phommathep. “He just 
went crazy from there.” 

Phommathep said he believes 
Neal was headed to Rancho 
Tehama Elementary School to 
kill Danny’s son, Gage Elliott. 

“The school wasn’t random,” 
said Phommathep. “He wanted 
the boy so bad ... because he 
knows that is going to hurt Dan- 
ny the most.” 

Gage Elliott’s surviving 
grandmother, Sissy Feitelberg, 
said Gage also believes Neal 
was targeting him. When FBI 
agents told Gage his father had 
been killed, Feitelberg said his 


CLEAR SKIES NOW, BUT DAM READY FOR RAIN 


An aerial view of the reconstructed flood control spillway at Oroville Dam reveals that the 3,000-foot-long concrete chute has been largely rebuilt after cracking in two last 
February and prompting a massive evacuation of downstream residents. Phase 2 of the reconstruction will begin next spring. The weather Saturday and Sunday is forecast 
to be party cloudy with a high both days of 60 degrees. Rain is likely Monday before another stretch of dry weather heading into Thanksgiving. 


first response was, “I know who 
it is. It’s my neighbor.” 

“Gage knew immediately,” 
she said. “He did say, ‘He came 
to the school to get me,’ and 
he’s probably right. ... I have 
assured him that the bad man is 
dead and Grandma is going to 
protect him.” 

Phommathep said that a few 
days before the rampage he 
heard Neal, 44, threaten to kill 
both Elliott and his son. He 
recalls hearing Neal make “a 
direct threat of killing Gage.” 

Gregg Cohen, Tehama Coun- 
ty’s district attorney, confirmed 
that investigators believe Neal 
headed to the school deliberate- 
ly, although he said it isn’t clear 
if he was targeting Gage Elliott 
or an adult who works at the 
school. 

“We had information that he 
was at least focused on the 


SEE TEHAMA, 10A 


KEN CANTRELL Special to The Bee 


Senate leader moves 
to strip Mendoza of his 
leadership positions 


BY TARYN LUNA 
tluna@sacbee.com 


California Senate leader Ke- 
vin de Leon wants to strip Sen. 
Tony Mendoza of his leadership 
positions as an outside firm 
investigates misconduct allega- 
tions against the Artesia Demo- 
crat. 

De Leon will ask the five- 
member Senate Rules Commit- 
tee he heads to strip Mendoza’s 
chairmanship of the powerful 


‘No more victims; demand women 
lawmakers at state Capitol. 3A 


and his membership on other 
boards and commissions at an 
emergency session later this 
month. 

“Like many in our Caucus, 
I’m deeply troubled by the 
quantity and specificity of accu- 
sations against Senator Mendo- 
za - and have therefore deter- 
mined that Senator Mendoza 
should be suspended from 


JESSE JACKSON 
HAS PARKINSON'S 


The Rev. Jesse Jackson 
has been receiving 
outpatient care for two 
years for Parkinson’s 


Capital reaches deal with 
Fortune 500 insurer to 
put headquarters here 


BY RYAN LILLIS 
rlillis@sacbee.com 


Sacramento city leaders have 
signed a multimillion-dollar 
incentive package with a For- 
tune 500 health insurer that 
plans to establish its West Coast 
headquarters in North Natomas, 
bringing hundreds of jobs in the 
years to come. 

Centene, a St. Louis-area 
company that manages Med- 
icaid and other health insurance 


deal on Friday and could em- 
ploy “upwards of 5,000” work- 
ers at its Sacramento head- 
quarters, Mayor Darrell Stein- 
berg said. That number, at least 
initially, will likely include the 
3,000 employees Centene al- 
ready has in the region. 
Steinberg said the agreement 
“will represent the single big- 
gest private sector job recruit- 
ment in the city’s modern histo- 
“This agreement is a major 
step towards historic achieve- 
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